WOBSHIP OF THE HOUSEHOLD

goddesses, but the evidence for it, though vague
and shadowy, is not wanting    Certain mysterious
female deities, Tarpeia, Acca Larentia, Oarna, and
Laverna, of whom late setiological myth had its
own explanation, have, in all probability, been
rightly interpreted by Mommsen as divinities of
the lower world   the commemorative ' sacrifice at
the tomb/ which we hear of in connection with
the first two, was in reality, we may suppose, an
offering   to   a   chthonic   deity at   a   mundus
A rather more tangible personality is Vediovis,
who  three  times  a year  has  his  celebration
(Agonia not feriae) in the Calendar   he, as his
name denotes, must be the 'opposite pf love/
that is,   probably, his chthonic counterpart, a
notion sufficiently borne out by his subsequent
identification with the <3reek Pluto.   Finally, of
course, there is that vague body, the Di Manes,
' the gocxj gods/ the principal deities of the Forld
of the dead, to them invocations are addressed,
and they have their place in the formulae of the
parewtaha and the opening of the muraZi1   In
"connection with them, actog as a Imfr with the
female de&ie$, ire kavf the straaage goddess Genita
Mana, the * spirit of birth and death'

1 Thev mention in sepulchral inscriptions dates from tbe
time of the Empire, when a new conception of theitf jsatoe
heud sprung up
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